SAINT JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
SANKT JOHANNES GEMEINDE
EGLISE LUTHERIENNE ST-JEAN

18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 1, 2023

INTERIM PASTOR: Geert-Jan Boudewijnse
GUEST ORGANIST: Esther-Ruth Teel

We acknowledge that St. John’s Lutheran Church is situated on unceded Indigenous land that
was never surrendered by treaty or agreement. We recognize that the Kanien’keha:ka
(commonly known as the Mohawk), a nation of of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy (commonly
known as Iroquois), are the custodians of Tiohtia:ke (the Island of Montreal), which is a
traditional meeting place between peoples including the Anishinaabe (commonly known as
Algonquin), Abenaki and the Huron-Wendat. As a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada (ELCIC) and in agreement with its official policies, our church is committed
to participating in an ongoing process of finding truth and reconciliation.

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the
reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord
are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to
Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own.
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of
our needy world.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
Esther-Ruth Teel

Please stand.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the = Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Please stand.

In Christ, Called to Baptize ELW 575
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In  Christ called to bap - tize, we wit - ness  to grace
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2 In  Christ called to ban - quet, one ta - ble we share,
3 In  Christ called to wit - ness, by grace we will  preach
4 U - nite us, a - noint us, O Spir - it of love,
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and gath - er a peo - ple from each land and race.
a ha - ven of wel - come, a cir - cle of care.
the life - giv - ing gos - pel; God’s love we will teach.
for you are with - In us, a - round us, a - bove.
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In deep, flow - ing wa - ters, we share in Chrst’s death,
Al - though we are man -y, We share in  one bread.
By grace may  our liv - ing give  proof to our praise
E - quip us for ser - vice with  gifts you be - stow.
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then, ris - ing to new life, give  thanks with each breath.
One cup of thanks - giv - ing pro - claims Christ, our  head.
im cost - ly com - pas-sion re - flect - ing Christ’s ways.
In  Christ is our call - ing. In Christ may we grow.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: St. DENIO, Welsh traditional
Text © 1995 Pilgrim Press

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Lord, have mer - cy:
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Chri - ste e le - 1-son: Christ, have mer - cy.
Christ, . . . have mer -  Cy:

n 1 1

)" A [ } [

& — = \

v N O
Ky -n - e e le - 1-son: Lord, have mer - cy.
lord, . . . . have mer - cy:

Our Canticle of Praise is ELW 410, All Glory Be to God on High. We will sing

verse 1 only.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 All glo - ry be to God on high, who has the world be -
2 0O Fa - ther, for your lord - ship true we give you praise and
3 Lord Je - sus Christ, the on - ly Son of God, cre - a - tion’s
4 O Ho - ly Spir - it, per - fect giftt who brings us con - so -
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friend - ed; to us no harm shall now come nigh, the
hon - or; we wor - ship you; we  trust in  you; we
au - thor, re - deem - er of your wan - d’ring ones, and
la - tion: to men and wom - en saved by Christ as -
n ] ]
)" A | | | 1 1 1 1 | I
= —r ' i — | j —r o
A \av — o o P — [ o —
J ! \\h_/ !
strife at  last is end - ed God shows good-will to
give you thanks for - ev - er. Your  will is per - fect,
source of all true plea - sure; O Lamb of God, O
sure your in - spi - T1a - tion. Through sick - ness, need, and
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one and all, and peace when trou - bled sin - ners call. Thank
and your might re - lent - less - ly con - firms  the right; your
Lord di - vine, con - form our lives to  your de - sign, and
bit - ter death, grant wus your warm, life - giv - ing breath; our
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God for grace and mer - cy!
lord - ship 1is our bless - ing.
on us all have mer - cy.
lives are in  your keep - ing. A - men.

Text: Nikolaus Decius, 1485-1550; tr. composite
Music: ALLEIN GOTT IN DER HOH, plainsong; adapt. Nikolaus Decius
Text st. 1 © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; sts. 24 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

A reading from Exodus.

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no
water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us
water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you
test the LORD?” *But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” *So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I
do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD said to Moses,
“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. ‘I will be standing there
in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it,
so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested
the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
'Hear my teaching, ' O my people;
incline your ears to the words ! of my mouth.
’I will open my mouth 'in a parable;
I will declare the mysteries of ' ancient times—
that which we have heard and known, and what our fore- ! bears have told us,
we will not hide ! from their children.



‘We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the
power ! of the LORD,
and the wonderful works ' God has done.
2God worked marvels in the sight ! of their ancestors,
in the land of Egypt, in the ! field of Zoan,
Bsplitting open the sea and letting ' them pass through;
making the waters stand ! up like walls;
“leading them with a ! cloud by day,
and all the night with a | glow of fire;
ssplitting the rocks !in the wilderness
and giving them drink as ! from the deep;
*bringing streams out ! of a rock,
making them flow down ! like a river.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

A reading from Philippians.
'If then there 1s any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, >make my joy complete: be of
the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. *Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. ‘Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests
of others. “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
‘who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
*he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

‘Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,

150 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,



in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ 1s Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

2Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; “for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

»When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?”” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I
do these things. #»Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say




to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ >But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” ?’So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority
I am doing these things.

2%“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son,
go and work in the vineyard today.” *?He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he
changed his mind and went. **The father went to the second and said the same; and
he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. **Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. *For
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did
not change your minds and believe him.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON Dr. Geert-Jan Boudewijnse

HYMN OF THE DAY
Please stand.
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW 611



24 e o —
(o — I I I I — B I !
y P s & | { o -
11 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 1 heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry  one, lay down your head up - on my breast.”
the liv -ing wa -ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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| came to Je -sus as I was, so wea -1y, worn, and sad;
1 came to Je - sus, and I drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now 1 live in him.
and in that light of life I'll walk tll trav-’ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune

Please remain standing.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church,
creation, and the needs of our neighbors.

We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons,
and teachers the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold truth and
faithful witness. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

10



Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the interests
of others as we make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to be
advocates for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and other
positions of authority: Prime Minister Trudeau, Premier Legault, Mayor Laplante.
Give them humble and willing hearts, looking to the needs of others. We pray also
for our enemies. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or
suffering in any way. Give them encouragement and consolation in your presence.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Be at work in us and unite us
in your love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salvation.
Keep us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrection. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of
our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Please be seated.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
Ways to give an offering are at the end of this worship guide.
OFFERTORY Improvisation Esther-Ruth Teel

During the song, the bread and the wine are brought to the table and presented
with prayer. The pastor prepares the paten and the chalice.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

11



Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish

your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

12



we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

13



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christ is r1is - en. Christ will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
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hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Share a gesture of peace with one another.

COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

Please be seated.

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Please stand.
Let us pray.

Esther-Ruth Teel

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our

Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

15



Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your
word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your
love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and
give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

Saviour, Again to Your Dear Name ELW 534
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I Sav - 1or, a - gain to your dear name we  raise
2 QGrant us your peace up - on our home-ward way;
3 Grant us your peace, Lord, through the com - ing  night;
4 Grant us your peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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with one ac - cord our part - ing hymn of  praise;
with you be - gan, with you shall end the day;
for us trans - form its dark - ness in - to light.
our balm in Sor - row, and our stay in strife;
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once more we bless you ere our wor - ship cease,
guard all  the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
Keep us from harm and dan - ger till the dawn;
then, when your voice  shall bid our con - flict cease,
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then, low - ly bend - ing, wait your word of peace.
that in this house have called up - on your name.
your  eve - ning  pres - ence prom - ise  to your  Own.
call us, O Lord, to your e - ter - nal peace.

Text: John Ellerton, 18261893, alt.
Music: ELLERS, Edward J. Hopkins, 1818-1901

DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Esther-Ruth Teel

Thank you for worshipping with

us!
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Next week: Thanksgiving Sunday, October 8! German/English Holy
Communion at 11am presided over by our one-time intern, now Pastor Daniel
Wiegmann, with a sermon by Pastor Geert-Jan. Our organist will be Abe Ross.

Upcoming Events:
October 8: Thanksgiving Sunday
October 15: Pastor Geert-Jan’s last Sunday
October 22: Pastor Katherine Gohm’s first Sunday
October 29: Reformation Sunday

We are thankful for your donations! Donations in person are welcome as well
as:

e Cheque, payable to St John’s Lutheran

e CanadaHelps www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/119180826RR0001-st-
johns-lutheran-church/

e Interac transfer: secretary(@saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org

3594, rue Jeanne-Mance Montréal QC H2X 2K3 514-844-6297
secretary(@saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org
www.saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org

St Johns is a member of the Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada (ELCIC) wwwe.elcic.ca

Worship material is from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved.
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