
What's on at St. John's
Tuesday, December 20, 2016

December
Services

Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24
German Christmas Eve Vespers at 4 pm
English Christmas Eve Vespers at 6 pm

English Christmas Eve Solemn Eucharist at 11
pm

Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25
German/English Christmas Eucharist at 11 am

In the
Spotlight...

Ewald Stranzl
Property Manager for St. John’s

Ewald has been a member of the
congregation for more than 30 years and has
contributed to the well-being of the church
and congregation in many and varied ways
over those years.  Following in the footsteps of
his uncle and mentor, Friedrich (Fritz) Schied,
former Property Manager and past-president
of the Men’s Association, Ewald became the t.
John’s property manager several years ago.

Ewald serves on Church Council and
coordinated the Sandwich Ministry for many
years until he handed the gauntlet to Vasya
Yordanova in 2016.  A mainstay at the annual
Oktoberfest, he can be found at the door
collecting and selling event, food & beverage

 tickets.  It is thanks to Ewald that we enjoy the
taste of original German pretzels at this event!

Ewald has been married to Rosalind Hoenig
for 30 years and has two children, Edward
and Stephanie. A little known fact: they were
the 2nd wedding at St. John’s consecrated by
Pastor Dyck.  All four Stranzl family members
are active members and can be found helping
out at many of the St. John’s events.

Ewald loves the St. John’s church building
architecture, Jell-O, his dog Suki, and cats
Maus, Sisi and Zoro.  He is also a dedicated
Montreal Canadiens fan.  Go! Habs! Go!

St. John’s
Happenings for

January

Tuesday, January 10
8 am Noodlemaking Day
6:30 pm Prayer Group

Wednesday, January 11

6 - 8 pm Knitting Class

6 - 9 pm St. John’s Crafters

Thursday, January 12
7  pm Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, January 18
9 am Golden Agers

Saturday, January 21
2 pm Ecumenical Prayer Service

Sunday, January 22
2 pm Serenata Concert

Tuesday, January 24
6:30 pm Prayer Group

Wednesday, January 25
6 - 8 pm Knitting Class
6 - 9 pm St. John’s Crafters

Friday, January 27
9 am Lieblinger Gemeinsamer Tag

Saturday, January 28
9 am Rummage Sale

Serenata
Concert

Next concert:

Sunday, January 22 at 2 pm

Programme:
• L. Boccherini: Overture op. 43
• W.A. Mozart: Symphony no. 29, A

major
• Thomas Arne: Organ Concerto no. 5
• J. Haydn: Symphony no. 22,

“Philosopher”

Admission is free. For further details and
programme updates, visit www.sasj.ca,
join Serenata on Facebook, or call the
Church Office at 514-844-6297.

http://www.sasj.ca
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A glimpse into our past...

NOTE:
Translations prepared in 2000 by Gisele Steinle.  Interesting
extracts selected by Katherine Hedrich are featured below:

1 8 7 4
January
• Mr. Haeusgen (President) has passed

away.  The altar and pulpit will be dressed
in black for one month.  Condolences are
extended to the family.

February
• Ludwig will replace Mr. Haeusgen as

President until May.

March
• A donation of 120 Thaler was received

from the Gustav Adolph Foundation.  A
letter of thanks will be sent.

May (Semi-Annual General Meeting)
• A new slate of Council members were

elected:  Mr. Idler, President; Mr.
Reinhardt, Treasurer; Mr. Briegl,
Secretary.  Thanks were extended to Mr.
Reinhard.

• Pr. Rechenberg’s report: 14 baptisms, 3
confirmations, 60 communions, 2
weddings, 1 funeral (Haeusgen).

• The request for the Synod membership
was approved. 

July
• Mr. George Reinhardt will take over the

Treasurer’s and Deacon’s responsibilities
on one condition: he will not collect the
rent for the chairs.  The Board met him
half-way and asked him to only collect the
contributions under $4.00 after Sunday
service.  Reinhardt agreed.

• Another meeting was held later in the
same week to discuss whether a new
minister should be found.  The
membership of the church is shrinking -
possibly the fault of the pastor.  A letter is
to be written to him to inform him as
gently as possible of this.  The hope is that
the pastor will resign on his own.

• There was a discussion about some city
taxes that are to be paid.

October (Semi-Annual General Meeting)
• Pastor Rechenberg’s report: 11 baptisms,

4 weddings, communion on August 9th

was received by 20 people, 8 funerals.
• The pastor bemoans the sparse

attendance of the services.  He points out
that the Saturday School is one year old
and asks the congregation to consider its
future.  The hymn
singing has improved a lot, but
unfortunately the children are not always
disciplined.  The Sunday School is
blossoming, attended by 40 children; but
teachers are lacking and the pastor and
his family cannot be expected to do
everything.

• Furthermore, after reception of the letter
from the Church Council regarding the
issue of shrinking membership, Pastor
Rechenberg tendered his resignation
effective May 14, 1875.

• After some deliberation over the financial
situation of the Saturday School, it was
decided to close it.

• The choral singing is to be continued -
after the Sunday School.  Pastor
Rechenberg will direct it if someone from
the Church Council is present to keep the
unruly children quiet.

• Some arrears in city taxes are to be paid.

October 16
• A period of 3 weeks is set to think about

the resignation of Pastor Rechenberg.

November
C Thanksgiving and Reformation will be

celebrated together.
C Pastor Rechenberg asks for a letter of

reference.
C The new candidate for pastor is Pastor F.

Spring from New Hamburg; the
congregation will be described to him
and he will be asked to give a sermon.

Wishing you and yours
a joyful, blessed, and
Merry Christmas!


