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We acknowledge that St. John’s Lutheran Church is situated on unceded 
Indigenous land that was never surrendered by treaty or agreement. We recognize 

that the Kanien’keha:ka (commonly known as the Mohawk), a nation of of the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy (commonly known as Iroquois), are the custodians of 
Tiohtia:ke (the Island of Montreal), which is a traditional meeting place between 
peoples including the Anishinaabe (commonly known as Algonquin), Abenaki and 

the Huron-Wendat.  As a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada (ELCIC) and in agreement with its official policies, our church is 

committed to participating in an ongoing process of finding truth and 
reconciliation. 

 
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to 
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the 
parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every 
time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and 
the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb. 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 
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Esther-Ruth Teel 
 
Please stand.  
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. 
Amen. 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Please stand.  

Come, We That Love the Lord We’re Marching to Zion ELW 625 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of 
your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24 
A reading from Amos. 
18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 
  Why do you want the day of the LORD? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 70   
 1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 
  O LORD, make | haste to help me. 
 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be 
disgraced. R 
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 
  turn back because | of their shame. 
 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!” 
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with 
him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 
the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and 
so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these 
words. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 
with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom 
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a 
shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there 
will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 
shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But 
he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
SERMON  Katherine Gohm 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  
Please stand. 

Rejoice, Rejoice Believers ELW 244 
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Please remain standing. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
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On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray, ending each petition with “Hear us, O God”. Please respond with 
“Your mercy is great.” 
 
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your salvation, and 
center us in hope found only in you. Deepen our faith through meaningful worship 
and send us out with your justice and truth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and your 
beauty in the darkening night. Restore this creation, and provide clean water to all 
people and animals. Save us from foolish, wasteful living. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations. Bless 
citizens with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for the veterans 
of this community, that they are supported and loved. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for those who 
experience homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unemployed, and 
comfort any who are suffering this day especially those who participate in our 
weekly Food Bank. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation. Fill our 
worship with songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and dance with joy 
and tell boldly of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
O God, in whom we remain, we remember our loved ones who have died and now 
live in you especially those who we now name silently. Bring comfort and the 
assurance of new life to all who grieve. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Share a gesture of peace with one another. 
 
Please be seated. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING  
Ways to give an offering are at the end of this worship guide. 
OFFERTORY    Improvisation    Esther-Ruth Teel  
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

 
Let us pray. 
God of all goodness, 
generations have turned to you, 
gathered around your table, 
and shared your abundant blessings. 
Number us among them 
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 
and give thanks for your rich blessings, 
we may feast upon your very self 
and care for all that you have made, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
Amen.  
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Please turn to page 107 for the Great Thanksgiving. This morning we will sing 
the Great Thanksgiving. We will use musical responses you already know.  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
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we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 
you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; 
beneath the sea; 
within each cell; 
with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; 
by night and day; 
across the wilderness; 
out of exile; 
into the future. 
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We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; 
among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us 
on the way, 
at the table, 
and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; 
within this meal; 
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among your people; 
throughout the world. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks 
to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, 
in your church, 
without end. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 
There is a place for you at the banquet. 
Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 
Please be seated.  

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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Amen. 
 
ANGUS DEI 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Please stand. 
Lord Jesus, 
in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
and give us glad and generous hearts 
as we meet you on the way. 
Amen.  

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING  
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May the God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   
 

Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685 

DISMISSAL 
Beloved of God, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE 
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Esther-Ruth Teel 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us! 
 
 
Next week: Pastor Katherine’s Installation Service at 2pm. Note that we will 
not have morning worship—only the afternoon service. Pastor Geert-Jan preaching 
and Pastor Jim Slack presiding over the installation.  
 

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed. We solemnly remember our 
loved ones who have gone before us in the faith and name those whom St 
John’s has laid to rest in the past year. The Book of the Dead will be opened 
and ready for you to enter the names of those who should not be forgotten. 
In naming them and recording their names we acknowledge our thanks for 
having been given to know and to love them. 
Entries can be made Sunday or by appointment during the week. You are 
welcome to take time in the church on your own to give thanks and to 
remember those whom you hold in your hearts. The book will be closed on 
Christ the King Sunday, this year November 26, 2023. 
While not required, registering in advance is helpful for planning purposes. 
Email or call. Registration at the door is also possible. 

 
If you have not yet had a chance to connect personally with Pastor Katherine, 
please don’t be shy! She heartily invites you to be in touch, either just to get to 
know her or for pastoral care, including prayer. 
pastor@saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org 
 
Upcoming Events: 
• November 26: Christ the King Sunday. Join us for a brunch with our Food 

Bank friends after the service! 
• November 26: Passion Consort’s Christmas Concert 
• December 2 & 3: Weihnachtsmarkt 
• December 3: First Sunday in Advent 
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We are thankful for your donations! Donations in person are welcome as well 
as: 

• Cheque, payable to St John’s Lutheran 
• CanadaHelps www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/119180826RR0001-st-

johns-lutheran-church/ 
• Interac transfer: secretary@saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org 

 
3594, rue Jeanne-Mance Montréal QC H2X 2K3  514-844-6297 

secretary@saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org 
www.saintjohnslutheranmontreal.org 

 
St Johns is a member of the Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Canada (ELCIC) www.elcic.ca 
 

Worship material is from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. 


